
Dear Families, 

The school year is flying by! It was so nice to see so many 
eager faces at our conferences. This continues to be  a pro-
ductive year for learning and growing. Great things are 
happening in classrooms. You will read about some of 
them in this newsletter. You can also find information and 
photographs on our school website.  

October was National Bully Prevention Month. Our school 
is  working on spreading kindness this month and all year 
long. We had a school wide assembly to introduce this initi-
ative and share ways to be kind to one another throughout 
our school community. Be sure to talk to your child about 
this topic.  

In November we talked about what we are thankful for and 
in December we will share the idea of  random acts of 
kindness. Your child will come home with ways to show 
kindness every day 

Thank you all for your continued support. We all look for-
ward to great school year. 

Happy Fall! 

Sincerely, 

Ralph R. Smith 

Up and Coming Events 

December 6—Family Hour of Code at RRS 

December 11 - BLT 4PM no PTA this month 

Dec 24 -Jan 1—Winter Break 

Jan 2—School opens 

Jan 3—PTA Ice Cream Social/2nd Principal’s 

challenge (snow date is Jan 4) 

Jan 8—BLT 4PM, PTA 7PM 

Jan 17—Winter Concert at FDR 7PM 

Jan 18—Awards Assembly 

Meet Our New  
Staff  Members 
 

 

Our Kindergartners and transfer students 
are not the only new faces in our hallways.  
Please welcome our new staff members: 

Laura Zolotorofe—Kindergarten: 

I am excited to join the staff as the new 
Kindergarten teacher at RRS.  I have taught 
Kindergarten through Second grade in the 
past.  I have a Masters in Elementary and 
Special Education from Manhattanville 
College.  I live in Ridgefield, CT with my 
husband, 14 year old son and 12 year old 
daughter.  As a family we love hikng, 
paddle boarding and going to the 
beach.  We have 2  rescue dogs and are 

Samantha Miller- Special Education 
Teacher, Resource Room (leave re-
placement). I went through the HPCSD 
system as a student, RRS was my ele-
mentary school! I am so excited to be 
back teaching where my education be-
gan. I have a yellow lab and two beauti-
ful nieces. I love to travel, bake, and 
spend time with my family and friends. I 
am so excited for this school year!   

My name is Kayla Palmatier and I am 
the new 2nd grade teacher. I previously 
taught in the Arlington Central School 
District completing leave replacements 
in 2nd grade and Kindergarten. I went 
to school at SUNY New Paltz for Early 
Childhood/Elementary Education and I 
hold a masters degree in Reading/
Literacy. I got married last year in June 
and my husband and I live in Highland. 
Dogs, eating, and hiking are some of my 
favorite things! I am excited to be apart 
of the RRS family and I can’t wait to see 
what exciting things this year will bring! Fall Newsletter      Nov 2018   
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Join the PTA!   

Form are available online on the PTA page of the 

school website www.hpcsd.org/RRS  

Just return your membership form and $8.00 

membership fee per person to the school.  Please 

make all checks out to RRS PTA. 

You can also join online at www.nyspta.org 

My name is Sarah Cremins and I am the new occupational 
therapist for Ralph R. Smith Elementary School! I earned 
both a Bachelor of Science Degree in Health Sciences and 
Master of Science degree in Occupational Therapy at 
Misericordia University in Dallas, Pennsylvania. I also 
minored in psychology and specialized in pediatrics. I love 
outdoor adventures, arts and crafts, animals (especially 
elephants), and of course Disney! I'm thrilled to begin my 
journey here at RRS!  

Angela McClements—Teacher’s Aide. 

I  am a mom of two boys, Gavin in second grade and Dane 
in kindergarten. I am fortunate to have spent the last 8 
years home with them. Previously, I was a professional 
accountant for IBM. I am excited and honored to be a part 
of this school community as more than just a parent.  

Susan Orange—Secretary 

I grew up on Long Island, graduated from University of 
Florida and worked in the pharmaceutical industry as a 
clinical data manager for many years.  I have been living in 
the beautiful Hudson Valley for over 20 years.   

Marilyn Kane-Milligan—Teacher’s Aide 

My actual degree is in Nursing and Psychology, I switched 
to this field in 2003, when they did away with LPN's in the 
hospitals.  I started with teenagers , getting them ready 
for college and their futures.  I switched 5 years ago to 
children and I love it.  To me there is nothing like enriching 
the minds of children and helping them obtain their 
goals.    

New Staff Members (con’t) Fun Events:  

What We’ve Been  
Up To at RRS 

We have had a busy calendar.  In 
addition to Picture Day (October 
2), we had our Go Home Early 
Drill (October 5).  Your children 
listened carefully to instruction 
which helped this drill run 
smoothly.   
On October 9, we held an Anti-
Bullying Assembly.  Staff 
members performed some new 
chants for us to learn about 
kindness. 
As part of Fire Prevention Week, 
the Hyde Park Firefighters visited 
RRS on October 19 to teach the 
students valuable information 
about  fire prevention and safety.   
The students were treated to the 
fire trucks, 
smokehouse and 
stop, drop and roll 
lessons.   
 
In keeping with this theme, the 
1st graders attended the 
Firefighting Museum in Hudson, 
NY.  Meanwhile, our 
Kindergartners had a field trip to 
Dubois Farms for a morning in 
the orchards and the second 
grade visited Hahn's Farm. 
 
Our PTA sponsored our Fall Fest 
on October 20. We also had our 
first Principal’s Challenge. 
Families brought in catapults and 
tried to shoot a piece  of candy 
across the cafeteria. The results 
are posted in the 2nd/3rd hallway. 
Congratulations to: 
Chase and Wesley Carter  
Colin Beers 
Riya Rose 
Jaiana Nieves 
Valerie Nugent 



RRS SEEKS BLT MEMBERS 

Our Building Level Team is made up of a diverse group including the princi-
pal, teachers, teaching assistants and parents. We meet on the second Tues-
day of each month at 4:00 in the library. Members of this group set goals and 
work together to make our school a better place. This year, we are working 
on developing quarterly Principal’s Challenges to encourage family engage-
ment in academic areas. We will also explore and implement Passion Projects. 
We are hoping to have parents join our team.  If you are interested in joining, 
please contact the main office or see our website for more details. 

 

Curriculum Corner 

In the Library  

with Sharon Foster 
 
 
 
The Library at RRS is 
off to a great start!   
 
Kindergarten and 1st grade spent 
time learning the rules in the 
library including the use of shelf 
markers to keep books in their 
proper order while browsing the 
shelves.   
The 2nd-5th grade classes began 
the year reviewing how to use the 
library catalog (OPALS) to locate 
books in our library.   
Currently, Kindergarten classes 
are working to make connections 
to stories read to them through 
the use of ‘turn and talk’ with a 
partner. 
3rd Grade is extending their 
learning in social studies to 
student based inquiry projects. 
Students create their own 
questions on a student selected 
topic on U.S. landforms, research 
the answers, and create student 
selected a product to capture 
their new knowledge. 
4th-grade is looking at different 
strategies they can use to browse 
for books. The goal is for students 
to explore new sections of the 
library and expand the types of 
books they choose to read. 
Hopefully each student will find 
one “new” book to read and 
enjoy. 
5th-grade is exploring new books 
through book talks. We are 
learning how to “present’ a book 
in a way that encourage others to 
want to it. They will ultimately 
create their own book talk 
through artistic video or oral 
presentation. 
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Creativity Corner  

In the Art Room with Mrs. Torres 

 

~In Kindergarten we are getting to know the art 
room and the art materials.  We are also discussing 
what an artist does.  As a class, we are looking at art 
and talking about what we see. Students are using a variety of 
drawing materials to create their artwork this quarter. They are off to 
a great start! 

 

~Grades 1 & 2 are starting off the year by discussing how artists use 
line, shape and color in their art.  We have been discussing how our 
choices of color, the size that we draw things and where we place 
them on our paper, all make a big difference in what our art will look 
like.  Students are working with drawing materials and collage and are 
off to an amazing start! 

 

~Students in Grades 3-5 are working on their first ENVISION project. 
These are choice-based projects that the students plan out on their 
own. Students start by choosing a theme that interests them, writing 
about it and describing what they want to make. Next, they make 
artistic choices about their background paper (size, shape, color and 
texture) and the art medium that they will use to accomplish their 
vision. Once they have finished planning, they begin creating their art. 
Students will work on a number of ENVISION projects throughout the 
year. I am very excited to see the variety of things they are already 
planning and creating with the ENVISION projects and look forward to 
seeing them grow as independent artists and thinkers this year! 



Health Office  
Please keep the weather in mind 
when you send your children to 
school.  As the weather gets 
cooler our students need to be 
prepared with jackets, hats and 
gloves.   
 
Hard to believe, but snow will 
soon be here.  If students want 
to play in the snow, they need to 
have snow pants and boots.  
Thank you!     

  Sincerely,  

  Mrs. Kane   

Curriculum Corner 
 

Music with Dave Peters and Geralyn Ely 
 

Kindergarten and 1st Grade:  The first steps in music: 
 Pitch Exploration 
 Call and Response (Echo/Simple Songs) 
 Movement Exploration 
 Non-Beat Motions with singing/speaking:  

 FingerPlays/Action Songs 
 Circles (Stationary and Traveling) 

 Beat motions with singing/speaking (Stationary) 
 Child initiated beat 
 Teacher initiated beat 
 Beat Motions with Recordings 

 Simple Songs 
 
2nd Grade:  
 Recognizing different kinds of beats. 
  Steady beat 
  Strong beat/weak beat 
  Melodic rhythm 
 Moving to all the different beats.  
 
3rd Grade:  What an exciting, musical year is in store for your student.  This 
year your child will continue to learn new skills and concept that will form 
the foundation for a lifetime of musical enjoyment. 
We will be learning how to play the recorder.  In order to do this, we must 
first learn to read rhythms and notes: 
 Reading simple note rhythms 

 Echo clapping 
 Movement songs/games with music 
 Learning how rhythm is written in musical pieces by using a staff with 

measures, notes and rest. 
 Listening to and singing traditional melodies from different cultures. 
 
4th Grade:  This year your student is learning about beat, rhythm, pitch, 
melody, and meter signatures.  Your student will also learn about melodies 
and will be able to recognize phrases and forms in songs around the world. 
We will be able to respond to a beat with body percussion 
 
5th Grade:  This year your student will continue to learn new skills and 
concepts that will build upon what they learned in 4th grade.  We will 
continue to explore the concepts of rhythm and beat, learning more 
complex rhythms and how they are written and used.  Listening to and 
singing traditional American music will serve as an introduction to 
pentatonic scales, pitch, range and keys, as well as to the special sounds—
the tone color—of various bluegrass instruments.  Musical texture will be 
reinforced through the creation of rhythmic pieces. We will learn about 
different composers throughout the year.  This month we started with 
Leonard Bernstein. He is an American composer/conductor/teacher/
musician.  He is most noted for the music to “West Side Story” This year is 
his 100th anniversary.  

RALPH R. SMITH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

845-229-4060 

 

Curriculum Corner 

In PE with Bill Moughan and 
Paul Guardiola  

      RRS Physical Education students 
are "off and running" for the 2018-19 
school year. 

         K-2 students are perfecting their 
locomotor movements.  They have 
been "working up a sweat" by 
walking, running, skipping, galloping, 
jumping, and hopping around the 
gym.  They are beginning work on 
activity centers in which they can 
perfect throwing and kicking skills. 

          3-5 students are focusing on 
cooperation.  We are defining the 
meaning of that word in terms of 
physical education.  Classes include 
cooperative tag games in which 
students help each other get  

"back in the game". 

 

 We have also 
introduced a new 
corn hole game to 
perfect tossing 
skills and build on 
throwing and  
kicking variations.   

As the Fall progresses, we are going 
to work on racquet sports and the 
skills of hitting the forehand, 
backhand and serving and volleying. 

 


